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Study Session Format:
● Go over possible topics on the exam
● List tips and tricks to succeed (based on intuition and past experience)
● Go over 10 practice questions across all 5 chapters

○ Counting
○ Recursion
○ Discrete Probability
○ Random Variables and Expectation
○ Probabilistic Method

● Open Q & A - will take questions from chat and attempt to answer them



DISCLAIMER:
● The material presented in this slides and during the study session will not influence what is on 

the final exam in one way or another - this is not the definitive content of the final.
● This is not a comprehensive study guide - it is more intended to complement your studies.
● Please review the content from the professor and the textbook as well.



Tips and Tricks For 
Exam:

1. No cheat sheet, so memorize common formulas (ex. Linearity 
of Expectation, Independent Events)

2. Test on small examples (especially useful if the question is 
not computational or the question is recursive)

3. Study past assignments over past exams (better preparation 
for “show your work” style questions)
a. I would be careful with textbook questions since there 

aren’t any known accepted solutions



Sample/Practice Questions
● 9 Questions

○ 1 Counting Question
○ 2 Recursion Question
○ 3 Probability Questions
○ 3 Random Variables and Expectation Questions
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Resources:
Past assignments:
● https://cglab.ca/~michiel/2804/oldassignments/oldassignments.html

Past Midterms and Exams:
● https://cglab.ca/~michiel/2804/oldmidterms/oldmidterms.html
● https://cglab.ca/~michiel/2804/oldexams/oldexams.html
● https://cglab.ca/~morin/teaching/2804/oldexams.html

Interactive Version of Midterms and Exams:
● https://questions.carletoncomputerscience.ca/comp2804
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